
Sutkhet Nakasathien  

 

Vice President for Research and Creation, Kasetsart University, Thailand, since 

March 2021. He has been chairing the Reinventing Kasetsart University 

program, which aims to enhance collaborative innovative research and 

advanced studies on agriculture and food using international networks 

affiliated with the Reinventing Universities and Research Institutes program 

under the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation 

Policy and Strategy (2020-2027). He is a member of Research Committee of the 

Council of University Presidents of Thailand. 

He completed his undergraduate and master’s degree studies in agronomy at 

Kasetsart University and received his doctorate in crop science from North 

Carolina State University, USA. One of his recent outstanding projects was the 

“Development of Smart Thai Agriculture Using Big Data” under the Agriculture 

Cluster of Research University Network (RUN), funded by the National  

Research Council of Thailand. The project has led to the national interest to 

develop other advanced platforms among leading agricultural institutes and 

governmental agencies. 

 

  



Suresh Babu 

 

Head, Capacity Strengthening, International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI) & Extraordinary Professor, University of Pretoria, South Africa 

Dr. Babu received his Ph.D. and M.S. both in Economics from Iowa State 

University, where he was awarded the Outstanding Young Alumnus Award for 

his services to global development. 

Dr. Babu is the Capacity Strengthening Lead, Asia for the USAID FTF Innovation 
Lab for Food Security Policy . As a Senior Research Fellow and Head of Capacity 
Strengthening at IFPRI, Dr. Babu is guiding IFPRI’s regional and country 
programs in their institutional and human capacity development activities. In 
this leadership position, and as a collaborating researcher of the CGIAR’s 
research program on Climate Change Agriculture, and Food Security (CCFAS), 
he has conducted many national dialogues leading to the development of 
national food security and climate change policies of several developing 
countries in Africa and in Asia including India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
and Bhutan. Dr. Babu has trained several senior policy researchers and policy 
makers in South Asian countries who are currently in leading policy making 
positions, directly influencing and shaping food and agricultural policies.  

Before joining IFPRI, Dr. Babu was a research economist at Cornell University. 

He has published 20 books and monographs and more than 100 peer reviewed 

journal papers on food, agricultural, and climate change policies in developing 

countries.   

Dr. Babu has served or currently serves on the editorial boards of several 

leading academic Journals including, Food and Nutrition Bulletin; Food 

Security; Agricultural Economics Research Review; and African Journal of 

Agricultural and Resource Economics.  

 

  

https://www.ifpri.org/profile/suresh-babu
https://www.canr.msu.edu/people/suresh-babu
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Witsanu Attavanich  

 

Associate professor of Economics at Kasetsart University. He received his B.Sc. 
in Economics at Kasetsart University with the first-class honors and awarded 
gold medal, M.A. at Thammasat University and Ph.D. at Texas A&M 
University. He pursued his postdoctoral training at Rutgers University and 
served as a visiting scholar at Harris Manchester College, University of Oxford. 
His research efforts have largely involved policy analysis (mainly in climate 
change, agriculture, environment, food security and development).  

He received the 2019 Puey Ungphakorn Award for the Young Thai Economist 
who has the most outstanding academic performance; His contributed report 
won the 2016 Abraham Lincoln Honor Award for Increasing Global Food Security 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, USA. He serves as an associate deputy 
editor of Climatic Change. 

 

  



Nafees Meah 

 

IRRI’s Regional Representative for Asia 

As IRRI’s Regional Representative for Asia, Nafees' role is to represent IRRI’s 
interests, coordinate and have strategic oversight of IRRI’s activities, in Asia. He 
works closely with governments and a wide range of private sector and non-
governmental partners, focusing on key contributions IRRI can make to the 
sustainable development of the agri-food sector in the region.  

Prior to joining IRRI, he had been the Head of Science at the UK’s Department 
of Energy and Climate Change with the responsibility of providing the evidence 
base for the UK Government's position in the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change negotiations. 

He holds a PhD in Chemistry from University of London. He also holds a Law 
degree (LLB (Hons)) from the University of London and has been called to the 
English Bar.  

 

  



Venkatachalam Anbumozhi 

 

Director of Research and Strategy and  Innovation at the Economic Research 

Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), Indonesia.  His previous positions 

include Senior Capacity Building Specialist at Asian Development Bank Institute, 

Assistant Professor at the University of Tokyo, and Senior Policy Researcher at 

the Institute for Global Environmental Strategies, and Assistant Manager in 

Pacific Consultants International, Tokyo. He has published several books, 

authored numerous research articles, and produced many project reports on 

climate policies, sustainable infrastructure design, and private sector 

participation in Green Growth. Anbumozhi was invited as a member of the G20 

task force on Green Financing,  APEC Expert Panel on Green Growth, US-ASEAN 

advisory group on Smart cities, and the ASEAN Panel for promoting climate-

resilient growth. He has taught agricultural resource management, international 

cooperation for sustainable development, and finance for inclusive growth at 

the University of Tokyo He obtained his Ph.D. from the University of Tokyo. 

 

  



Imelda Bacudo 

 

Senior advisor to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) for 

strengthened regional and international policies to support the transformation 

of ASEAN to low emissions and resilient agrifood sector. She has been 

instrumental in guiding the ASEAN Climate Resilience Network. She worked as 

Principal Advisor of the Forest and Climate Change Project under the ASEAN-

German Programme on Response to Climate Change (GAP-CC) implemented by 

GIZ. Currently, she remains the guiding technical expert of the ASEAN 

Negotiation Group for Agriculture (ANGA) which pushes the agriculture sector 

of ASEAN to jointly shape climate policies of the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  

She is also the international coordinator for the UN Environment Programme's 

Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) programme in Vietnam assisting the 

Ministry of Agriculture in ensuring several low-emissions agriculture practices 

contribute to its Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs); and also as a 

regional climate change expert for E-READI an EU-ASEAN dialogue programme. 

Past assignments include the EU-supported Technical Centre for Agricultural 

and Rural Cooperation (CTA), exploring how agriculture can contribute to 

Samoa and other Pacific Island’s Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) 

under the Paris Agreement; the Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI) 

supporting an evaluation of the effectivity of ASEAN climate-smart land use 

guidelines; the Southeast Asia Research Center for Agriculture (SEARCA) 

supporting jurisdictional approach in forest climate finance.  

 

She has over 20 years' experience in the areas of biodiversity conservation, 

sustainable development, and conservation finance in the Philippines, Latin 

America, Uganda and Southeast Asia, working with NGOs, national 

governments, and international development agencies. She received a 

master’s Degree in Environmental Science from the Yale School of Forestry and 

Environmental Science under a Fulbright Scholarship. 



 Duncan Boughton 

 

Dr. Duncan Boughton has over 30 years of professional experience in policy 
analysis focusing on efforts to raise smallholder farmer incomes in Southeast 
Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa, and has undertaken long-term assignments in the 
Philippines, The Gambia, Mali, Malawi, Mozambique, and Myanmar. 

His work has focused on agricultural research and technology transfer for 
smallholder farmers, value chain development, policy analysis and outreach to 
host country senior government decision makers, and capacity building of local 
staff.    

Professor Boughton’s published research has examined the constraints 
affecting smallholder farmers’ ability to participate in markets for various types 
of crops, and the need for complementary investments in crop productivity and 
market access. At Kasetsart University he collaborates with faculty working on 
the Innovation Lab for Policy, Research, Capacity Building and Influence (PRCI) 
in Southeast Asia, and the integration of climate change adaptation and 
mitigation into national agricultural strategies in the region. Duncan received 
his B.Sc. and M.Sc. from the University of Reading in the United Kingdom, and 
his Ph.D. from Michigan State University, USA. 

 

  



Orachos Napasintuwong 

 

Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Economics, Kasetsart University. Her 
teaching and research are in the areas of agricultural technology policy, 
economics of biotechnology and agricultural innovation, and agricultural 
production economics. She has published several research papers and book 
chapters that examine agricultural biotechnology, agricultural technology 
adoption, and the seed industry and rice economy in Southeast Asia.  

She is also Editor of the Applied Economics Journal and Book Review Editor of 
the Asian Journal of Agriculture and Development. She has served on several 
national and regional boards of network associations that focus on diverse 
aspects of agricultural policies, as Executive Committee Member of the 
Agricultural Economic Society of Thailand under Royal Patronage; a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Asia Pacific Agricultural Policy Forum; and as a 
main coordinator of Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Food Security Policy 
Research, Capacity, and Influence (PRCI) in Southeast Asia. She obtained her 
MBA from Louisiana State University and her Ph.D. in Food and Resource 
Economics from the University of Florida, USA.  

 


