
Asia Pacific Agricultural Policy Forum 

 
The Asia Pacific Agricultural Policy (APAP) Forum, launched in 2002, is a network and coalition of non-

governmental organizations and individuals seeking to foster understanding of agricultural policies and build 

cooperation in agricultural development among countries in the Asia-Pacific Region.  

 

The Forum has hosted annual meetings to have presentations and discussions on the current issues in 

agricultural and fisheries sector since 2002. From 2011, it started holding the APAP Roundtable mainly with 

board of directors of the Forum for detailed and in-depth deliberations on the topic and better preparation for 

annual meetings of the Forum.  

 

Rationale 

Since WTO Regime, the predominant spread of FTA/RTA and the on-going negotiation of WTO/DDA over 

the world affect the market in the fields of agriculture toward the globalization and openness. Under the 

situation of intensifying competition in securing the resources including food in the global market, the 

agriculture and rural community in Asia-Pacific region are facing more unfavorable condition, considering 

that those of the region are suffering from poor resources, food insecurity, and inefficient production due to 

the traditional, conventional farming environments.  

 

Under the difficulties, the further development of agricultural and rural economy in the region needs more firm 

cooperative relations among member countries through exchanging respective experience and information in 

terms of agricultural policy and research. Though the members need the network for such cooperation 

throughout the region, the establishment of substantial and effective cooperative network in and out of region 

is still underway due to the differences in the regional, historical background, and the stages of development 

in agriculture. 

 

In the context of such needs and desires, the Forum aims to contribute to the strong cooperative network among 

experts, policy-makers, and private stakeholders in the fields of agriculture in the region, and seek for 

recommendable alternatives applicable to the agricultural field in the region.  

 

Objective 

1) To foster and reinforce cooperation on agricultural development issues among Asia-Pacific countries; 

2) To hold symposia on major agricultural policy issues impinging on agricultural and rural development in 

the region; and 

3) To support research on agricultural and rural development issues toward improving the information base 

for policy decision-making 

 



List of Board Members 

Chairman: Mr. Herman Z. Ongkiko, President, Orient Integrated Development Consultants, Inc. (OIDCI), Philippines 

Vice Chairman: Dr. Sahat M. Pasaribu, Agricultural Economist, National Research and Innovation Agency (BRIN), 

Indonesia 

Secretary General: Dr. Ki Hee Ryu, Professor, GBST, Seoul National University & Former Unit Head, 

Southeast Asia Department, ADB, Korea 

Honorary Chairman: Dr. Sang Mu Lee, President, Korea Overseas Agro-Resources Development Association, Korea 

 

 For more information about the APAP Forum, please contact us as follows: 

 APAP Forum Secretariat / Global Agriculture Policy Institute 

Email: apapsecretariat@gmail.com / gapi@gapi.re.kr 

Tel: +82-31-389-1445 / Mobile: +82-(0)10-4706-7881 

Bangladesh 

Dr. Saifullah Syed (President, Euro Asian Centre for Policy Studies and Management & 

Former FAO Senior Agricultural Policy Officer) 

Mr. A.S. Moniruzzanman Khan (Head, Climate Change Programme, BRAC) 

China 

Dr. Jikun Huang (Professor, School of Advanced Agricultural Sciences, Peking University) 

Dr. Zhong Tang (Chair Professor, School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development, 

Renmin University of China) 

India Dr. P.K. Joshi (Former Director for South Asia, IFPRI) 

Indonesia Dr. Hermanto Siregar (Rector, Perbanas Institute) 

Japan 

Dr. Shoichi Ito (Professor Emeritus, Kyushu University) 

Dr. Masahiko Gemma (Professor and Vice President for International Affairs, Waseda University) 

Korea Mr. Yong Kyu Choi (Former Chairman, Global Agriculture Policy Institute) 

Malaysia 
Dr. Larry C.Y. Wong (Senior Visiting Fellow, Institute of Strategic and International Studies 

Malaysia & Adjunct Professor, Taylor’s University) 

Myanmar 

Mr. Tin Htut Oo (Chairman, Agribusiness and Rural Development Consultants (ARDC) & 

Former Union Minister for Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation) 

Dr. Zaw Oo (Executive Director, Centre for Economic and Social Development, CESD) 

Nepal Dr. Ganesh Thapa (Former Regional Economist, Asia and the Pacific Division, IFAD) 

Philippines 
Dr. Arsenio M. Balisacan (Secretary, National Economic and Development Authority) 

Dr. William C. Medrano (Former Undersecretary for Livestock, Department of Agriculture) 

Thailand 

Dr. Nipon Poapongsakorn (Distinguished Fellow, Thailand Development Research Institute) 

Dr. Orachos Napasintuwong (Associate Professor, Department of Agricultural and Resource 

Economics, Kasetsart University) 

Vietnam 

Ms. Hoang Thi Dzung (Secretary General, Vietnam Federation of Agriculture and Rural 

Development Associations) 

Dr. Dang Kim Son (Head of Science Board, Institute of Agriculture Market and Institution 

Research, Vietnam National University of Agriculture & Former Director General, IPSARD) 



History of Forum 

 Subject Date & Venue 

2024 APAP Roundtable on Fostering Climate Resilient Agrifood Systems and Digital Agriculture 

Toward Inclusive Rural Transformation and Sustainable Development 

Apr 26~27, 2024 

Jakarta, Indonesia 

22 
Session 1: Regional Perspectives in Agrifood Supply Chain and Digital Technologies 

Session 2: Country Perspectives in Agricultural Production Systems and Digital Technologies 

Sep 14~16, 2023 

Ansan, Korea 

2023 APAP Virtual Roundtable on Enabling Strategic Policies and Regional Cooperation to 

Mitigate Greenhouse Gas Emissions Toward Resilient Agriculture and Sustainable Rural 

Development 

Apr 24, 2023 

Virtual  

(Manila, 

Philippines) 

21 

Session 1: Regional Perspectives on the Dynamics of Digital Transformation 

Session 2: Enabling Country Policies and Programs in Digital Transformation Toward 

Resilient Agriculture and Sustainable Rural Development 

Oct 14 & Nov 18, 

2022 

Virtual 

2022 APAP Virtual Roundtable on Enabling Resilient Agriculture and Inclusive Rural 

Development Through Digital Transformation 

May 27, 2022 

Virtual (Hanoi, 

Vietnam) 

20 

Session 1: Enhancing Regional Solidarity and Cooperation on Recovery Measures 

Towards Food Security 

Session 2: Country Level Enabling COVID 19 Recovery Measures for Sustainable 

Agriculture and Rural Development 

Oct 20 & Nov 20, 

2021 

Virtual 

2021 APAP Virtual Roundtable on Enabling Recovery Measures Toward  

Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development: Prospects for Resilient and Inclusive 

Growth Amidst the COVID Pandemic 

Apr 29 & May 27, 

2021 

Virtual 

19 

Seminar 1: Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Food Security, Agriculture and Rural 

Economy: Current Issues and Challenges 

Seminar 2: Enabling Policies and Emerging Good Practices in Addressing Food 

Security and Market Scare Amidst the COVID Pandemic 

Nov 4 & Dec 2, 

2020 

Virtual 

18 

Session 1: Regional Policies and Enabling Environment for Secured Happiness 

through Inclusive Rural Transformation 

Session 2: Country Perspectives in Enabling Human Happiness and Well-being in 

Rural-Urban Continuum 

Aug 29~30, 2019 

Seoul, Korea 

17 

Session 1: Regional Policies and Development Measures on Inclusive and 

Sustainable Rural Transformation Towards Secured Happiness 

Session 2: Country Perspectives in Enabling Inclusive and Sustainable Rural 

Transformation and Secured Happiness in Rural Communities 

Aug 30~31, 2018 

Ansan, Korea 

2018 APAP Roundtable on Enhancing Regional Food Security Through Inclusive Rural 

Transformation 

Mar 24~25, 2018 

Chiang Mai, 

Thailand 

16 

Session 1: Inclusive Rural Development focusing on Poverty Eradication 

Session 2: Enabling the Environment Towards the Enhancement of Agricultural 

Competitiveness 

Session 3: Regional Integration in the Context of Food Safety 

Aug 31~Sep 1, 2017 

Seoul, Korea 

2017 APAP Roundtable on Sustainable Public Private Partnerships and Agricultural Trade 

Policies Towards Regional Food Security 

Apr 6~7, 2017 

Kitakyushu, Japan 



15 

Session 1: Alternative Future Production Systems with Sustainable Management of   

Land and Water Resources for Agriculture and Food Security  
Session 2: Public Private Partnership and Appropriate Trade Policies for Sustainable 

Use and Management of Land and Water Resources for Agriculture and 

Food Security  

Sep 8~9, 2016 

Seoul, Korea 

2016 APAP Roundtable on Sustainable Management of Water Resources for Agriculture 

and Food Security 

Apr 20-22, 2016, 

Beijing, China 

14 

Session 1: Trade Agreement and Agricultural Investment 

Session 2: Rice Industry Development and Regional Rice Cluster Focusing on Supply 

Chain and its Integration 

Session 3: Climate Change and Food-Energy-Water Nexus with Sustainable 

Agricultural Development in PPP 

Session 4: Agricultural and Rural Infrastructure Development with Human Resource 

Development and Governance Issues  

Aug 31~Sep 1, 

2015 Seoul, Korea 

2015 APAP Roundtable on Agricultural Investment and Competitiveness Facing the Era of 

ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN+3 

Mar 26~27, 2015 

Bali, Indonesia 

13 

Session 1: Regional Integration for Rice Trade, Food Security and Inclusive Development 

Session 2: Promotion of Green Growth and PPP in Rural Development in the Changing 

Asia and the Pacific 

Session 3: Negotiation for Greater Regional Cooperation and Integration in Asia and 

the Pacific 

Sep 1~2, 2014 

Seoul, Korea 

2014 APAP Roundtable on A Way Forward to Regional Integration Focusing on Rice Industry 

and Rural Development through Strengthening Public Private Partnership 

Mar 17~18, 2014 

Manila, 

Philippines 

12 

Session 1: PPP for Strengthening Food Security and Farmers' Welfare: the Case of Rice 

Session 2: PPP in Cash Crops for Sustainable Agriculture Development Toward Food 

Security and Green Growth 

Session 3: PPP in Fruits and Vegetables Sector for Inclusive Sustainable Development, 

Food Security and Green Growth 

Session 4: PPP in the Livestock Sector Towards Food Security and Green Growth 

Session 5: PPP in the Fisheries Sector Towards Food Security and Green Growth 

Aug 30~31, 2013 

Seoul, Korea 

2013 APAP Roundtable on Green Growth through Public Private Partnership and Food Security 
Apr 1~2, 2013 

Miyazaki, Japan 

11 

Session 1: PPP in Rice Sector: Lessons Learned and Ways to Move Forward 

Session 2: Cash Crop-Public Private Partnership for Sustainable Development 

Session 3: Importance of PPP for Fruits and Vegetables Production and Trade 

Session 4: Patterns and Directions of PPP Towards Sustainable Livestock Development 

Session 5: Fisheries Forward-Opportunities, Challenges and Practices for PPP 

Session 6: PPP Modalities 

Sep 3~4, 2012 

Seoul, Korea 

2012 APAP Roundtable on Rethinking New Vision for Agriculture in the Asia Pacific Region: 

Towards Sustainable Food Security through Harmonized Public Private Partnership 

Apr 5~6, 2012 

Danang, 

Vietnam 

10 

Session 1: The Impact of Regional Economic Integration Expansion on Regional Rice 

Production and Trade 

Session 2: Strengthening the PPP in Agriculture on Cash Crops in the Asia Pacific Region  

Session 3: Regional Fruits and Vegetables Production, Consumption, and Developing Supply 

Chain & Trading Networks 

Session 4: Strengthening the PPP in Livestock Production in the Asia-Pacific Region  

Session 5: The Role of PPP in Enhancing Aquaculture Development in the Asia-Pacific Region 

Aug 29-30, 2011 

Seoul, Korea 



2011 APAP Roundtable on Market Integration and Regional Trade Expansion 
Apr 1~2, 2011 

Gyeongju, Korea 

9 

Session 1: Rethinking Strategies for Global and National Food Security 

Session 2: New Agricultural Policy Era after Food and Financial Crisis 

Session 3: Biofuel Development Food Price and Food Security 

Session 4: Climate Changes, Water Security and Agricultural Development 

Jun 21-22, 2010 

Seoul, Korea 

8 

Session 1: Negotiations Beyond WTO/DDA, FTAs, RTAs and EPAs 

Session 2: Food System Development 

Session 3: Aqua-Industry Development & Resource Management Improvement 

Session 4: Climate Change, Renewable Energy Resources & Bio-Security 

Session 5: Sustainable Rural Development Preventing Marginalization 

Session 6: Citrus & Blueberry Industry Development 

Sep 1-2, 2009 

Jeju Island, 

Korea 

7 

Session 1: Agricultural Negotiations & Regional Cooperation 

Session 2: Agri-Business & Agro-Food Industries - Changing Trends & Environmental Concerns 

Session 3: Ag-Flation & Agriculture Resource Management 

Session 4: Bio-Diversity, Bio-Security, Agriculture R&D and Environmental Sustainability 

Session 5: Off-Farm Income & Rural Development 

Session 6: Capacity Building Human Resource Development & Institutional Reform 

Sep 9-10, 2008 

Seoul, Korea 

6 

Session 1: Agricultural Negotiations & Regional Cooperation 

Session 2: Bio-Energy Development & Asia Pacific Agriculture 

Session 3: Information System Development for R&D and Extension in Agri-Rural Sector 

Session 4: Rural Credit System Development & Rural Investment Expansion 

Sep 10-11, 2007 

Jeju Island, 

Korea 

5 

Session 1: Food System Development and Agro-Food Industries 

Session 2: Agricultural Trade Negotiations and Asia-Pacific Agriculture 

Session 3: Fruits Industry, It’s Development & Prospect  

Session 4: Sustainable Rural Development 

Session 5: Information Technology in Agriculture and Rural Sector 

Session 6: Fisheries Development & Resource Management 

Sep 14-16, 2006 

Jeju Island, 

Korea 

4 

Session 1: WTO/DDA Negotiations and Asia-Pacific Agriculture 

Session 2: Agricultural Mechanization and Post-Harvest Modernization 

Session 3: Management Strategy of Fisheries Resources for the Sustainable Fishery 

Development in the Northeast Asia 

Session 4: Forestry & Sustainable Mountain Village Development 

Sep 5-6, 2005 

Jeju Island, 

Korea 

3 

Session 1: The WTO/DDA negotiations and the Asia-Pacific agriculture 

Session 2: Livestock products market in the Asia-Pacific region 

Session 3: Strengthening the agricultural infrastructure and vitalizing the cooperative movements 

Sep 22-23, 2004 

Seoul, Korea 

2 

Session1: Agricultural Policy Reforms Adjusting to WTO 

Session 2: Cooperative Development and Rural Institutions in AP Countries 

Session 3: Agricultural Policy Simulation Modeling 

Oct 22-26, 2003 

Jeju Island, 

Korea 

1 

Session 1: WTO/DDA, Food Security and SARD in Asia-Pacific 

Session 2: Technology transferability for FS & SARD in Asia-Pacific 

Session 3: Resource mobilization for FS & SARD in Asia-Pacific 

Nov 13-16, 2002 

Jeju Island, 

Korea 

 


